The Show Camp Story
- Part 1

Reprint of the Front Page article and Photo from the First
Edition of the Ekka Courier in 1992.

In the early 1900s
schools conducted
clubs where the
students were engaged
in agricultural activities.
These clubs were
supported by the
Department of
Agriculture and Stock
and in 1927 a
competition for school
clubs that kept pigs was
conducted as part of
the Royal National
Agricultural Association
Show (The Ekka).
The camp - known as
The Farm Boys and
Girls Camp or The
Project Club Camp continued through to
the early 1990s with an
emphasis on agriculture
and animal industries
with the campers
a t t e n d i n g
demonstrations and
lectures that would help
them in their Project
Club activities.
After the 1991 camp, an
Education Department
restructuring saw the
end of the Agricultural
Project Club Branch
and the camp was to be
discontinued.

CATTLE, CARRIAGES AND KIDS
By Lenora Huckfeldt
and Michelle Nalder.
On 12th August the
magnificent Ekka
grand parade circled
the main arena.
Many of the Ekka’s
prize-winning cattle,
horses and a few goats
were displayed.
Charolais, Hereford,
Angus, Australian
Illawarra Shorthorn,

Guernsey
and
Simmental were some
of the cattle breeds
paraded.
A few olden-time
vehicles and carriages
were driven around the
track. One was carrying
two of the R.N.A. Show
Camp participants,
Stephanie Tyrrell and
Tasha Matheson.
The rest of the R.N.A.
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students held signs
naming the breeds of
the animals, lead the
animals or just watched
from the safety of the
seats.
The biggest problem
with the event was the
cows’ eating habits
They enjoyed munching
on our clothes. Never
the less, we enjoyed the
day.
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The Show Camp Story - Part 2
A proposal to change the focus of the camp to a
Departmental priority - literacy - and open the camp to
all State School students was accepted and the Show
Camp as we now know it began.
The main focus of the camp is to use the real life
experiences of one of Queensland’s major events, the
Ekka, as the stimulus for writing newspaper articles
and producing other media reports.
Students attending the camp now have to research
and write news articles about the people, events and
the activities of the Ekka and, using modern
technologies, share their stories with their school
mates, their families, friends, and the wider
community.
The newspaper produced in 1992 was called The
Ekka Courier in recognition of the first newspaper
published in Brisbane, the Moreton Bay Courier.

A popular event through the 90s and 2000s was the
Silver Spike Fettlers competition, as this story from
1993 tells.

THE SILVER SPIKE
RAILWAY RACE
By Michael Adams
The art of track-laying
in Queensland has been
forged over more than a
century since the first
line was commissioned
between Ipswich and
Grandchester on July
31, 1865. Using
teamwork, skill and
strength, the tracklaying gangs pioneered
new rail routes, which
were the lifeline for
new communities and
opened up new rural
and mining industries.
Now, in 1993, the
closest thing to handlaid track is the Silver
Spike Rail Race which
is held at the R.N.A.

Silver Spike photo taken from a story in the 2008 Ekka Courier.

1994

When rules are broken,
the teams are liable to
time penalties, which
may range from 20
seconds to five minutes
or more. The greater
the seriousness of the
infringement the
greater time penalty is
imposed.
The Silver Spike
competition caused
great interest and the
arena where it is held
was completely
surrounded
by
enthralled spectators.

BEST VALUE AT THE SHOW

Showbags:
One hundred and
twenty show bags are
available with a range
of prices from $2 to
$12.50.
The top three value
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Four teams (Western
Queensland, North
Queensland, Central
Queensland and South
Queensland) battled to
win the Silver Spike
trophy. They had to lay
13 metres of track in
the shortest possible
time without breaking
any rules.

Each team consists of
six men including a
captain
whose
responsibility it is to
oversee the proceedings
and make decisions on
what must be done
next. The teams must
lay 13 metres of track
using rails, sleepers
and smiles and
fishplate the tracks to a
buffer stop. A fourwheeled pump-car must
be able to run along the
track when it is
completed.

bags, all at $10, are:
World’s Biggest Show
Bag, The Monster
Showbag and Wizard
Whopper Show Bag.
The Big Show Bag is
$12.50.
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Food:
Restaurant meal:
between $7.50 and $10.
Roast beef, chicken or
ham sandwiches: $3.40
for six slices.
Steak Roll: $4

Fish and chip burger:
$1.40
Dagwood Dog: $2.50
Strawberry Sundae:
$1.80
Fairy Floss: $2 to
$2.50.
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PAST SHOW CAMPER
RETURNS
By Tia Dullard, Kelsey Pownall and Toby
Collins
Now working with
Channel Nine News,
Brendan is a full-time
journalist.
“The technology has
definitely changed
because there were
only
old
Mac
computers and
cameras when I was
here,” said Brendan.
There are now
bloggies, video
cameras, laptops,
Channel Nine News computers and voice
reporter, Brendan recorders.
Hockings, visited During his time at
the Ekka on Monday Show Camp, as well as
to relive his time at d e v e l o p i n g h i s
journalism skills,
Show Camp.
Brendan’s passion for Brendan also won the
journalism started in D a i r y G o a t Y o u n g
1996 when he was Judges Competition.
chosen to come to B y v i s i t i n g S h o w
S h o w C a m p . T h i s Camp, Brendan has
e x p e r i e n c e - o f - a - given many 2010 Show
the
lifetime helped him to C a m p e r s
d e v e l o p t h e s k i l l s inspiration to pursue a
needed for a career in career in journalism.
journalism.

The publication process has changed
considerably over the past 25 years.
That first edition of The Ekka Courier was
not published during the Camp. The stories
were all written but they had to be typed into
narrow columns before the columns of text
were cut to size and pasted into the layout
page.
All the headlines were added with a stick-on
lettering system and all graphics were
produced separately and stuck in place.
Photographs were taken with black and
white film and printed with a dot pattern
screen so that they could be copied.
The final ‘pasted-up’ paper was photocopied
and distributed only to the participating
students and their schools just prior to the
September school holidays.
Computers were introduced by the third
year and a digital camera (an Apple
Quicktake 100 - which could store 8
0.3megapixel images) was first used for the
1997 editions. This was also the first year
The Ekka Courier went into colour.
In 2004, video was introduced and students
were able to star in their own productions.
In recent years, a printed version of The
Ekka Courier is only produced on special
occasions.
News articles are now distributed daily
online with social media helping to inform
schools and families of what the campers
are achieving.

The Show Camp has used a number of different Apple devices over the years. The
technology was new at the time and students had rarely used these devices in their
regular school.
The eMate 300 was the
first touch screen device
which was used by Show
Camp for a number of
years from 1998
Apple QuickTake 100 used in
1997 provided colour photos.
Macintosh Portable - first
used by Show Camp in 1995

First iBook introduced in 1999

The Apple Newton - a personal
notetaker- introduced in 1998
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There have been a number of arena spectaculars over
the 25 years covered by The Ekka Courier but the
biggest was definitely the recreation of the Man from
Snowy River in 2001. The following year the arena
spectacular theme was Outback Thunder

The “hill” constructed over the Machinery Hill seating used as the
setting for the epic ride.

The show started with
the colt jumping over a
high fence to run wild
with the brumbies. The
stockmen spotted the
wild horses and
galloped around the
Main Arena trying to
round them up. They
then rode their horses
up a hill constructed
over the Machinery Hill
seating.
The highlight of the
show was when Jason
Advertising poster for The Man from Snowy River
saved the day by riding
By Amy Bergen and Steven McCormack
at break-neck speed
The re-creation of The star, Jason Sharpe, down the hill.
B a n j o P a t e r s o n ’ s acted spectacularly in
The crowd was on its
spine-tingling poem front of the crowd.
feet astonished by the
The Man from Snowy T h e r e w a s h u g e
first class ride by the
River was performed anticipation before the
Man from Snowy River.
in the Main Arena on act, for the word had
Friday night at the passed around that this Jason is from a dairyopening ceremony was to be the first farming family in the
a n d i t s u r p a s s e d p e r f o r m a n c e i n Camden district of New
South Wales and has
Queensland.
crowd expectations.

ridden horses all his
life.
The executive producer,
Mr Andrew Cooper
said, ”We wanted real
stockmen who had done
this sort of thing in the
course of their working
lives”. He did not hire
actors, favouring people
whose experience with
horses and the bush
made them a natural at
this task.
The Man from Snowy
River will be performed
nightly in the Main
Arena.

The Men from Snowy River

OUTBACK THUNDER TAKING BRISBANE BY STORM
By Clinton Shannon, Phillip Carter and Matthew Fabian
The new entertainment
at the Ekka, Outback
Thunder, is amazing
the crowds every night.
The story of outback
activities is told to a
little girl by her
grandfather.
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They are magically
taken into the midst of
cattle stockmen,
drovers and working
sheep dogs.

The
modern
workhorses of the
outback, the motorbike
and utes are also part
of the experience.

They see the whipcrackers and nearly 50
horses.

The show is part of the
celebration of the Year
of the Outback.

August 2016

Special 25th Anniversary Edition of the Ekka Courier

1992

Parachutists have always been a popular attraction at the Ekka. This photo was taken
especially for The Ekka Courier by one of the members of the Red Berets, the sky
diving team from the Australian Army, who visited in 2007.
However, sometimes everything doesn’t go according to plan as the stories from 1992
and 1994 tell.

By Andrew Montgomery, Cameron Murphy and Callum Reynolds
This year there have
been some fabulous sky
diving displays from
the Army Parachute
Display Team, the Red
Berets. The team
provides a spectacular
addition to the daily
ring program.
The Red Berets were
originally formed in
May 1974. All of the
members are experts in
military free fall and
have been selected

from instructors and
staff at the Army
Parachute Training
School in Nowra, New
South Wales.
In their day-to-day
working role, these
instructors are
responsible for training
between 600-800
members of the
Defence Force in
various parachuting
skills each year.
Trainees come from all

1994

HIGH DRAMA OVER RING
A team of sixteen
daring, high-flying
skydivers, the SUPER
HEROES, has jumped
every day at this years’
Ekka.
Stewart McNee, a

over
Australia and
include the elite
soldiers from the
Special Air Service
Regiment, Commandos
and the Army’s
Parachute Battalion
based in Sydney.
A lot of training is
required by team
members before they
can be in public display
jumps.
The parachutists can
jump from a height of

Dropping in
on the Wrong
Party
By
Rebecca
Handasyde and Katie
Bauer.
Every night twentyfour parachutists jump
out of a plane as
entertainment for
thousands of onlookers
at the Brisbane Ekka.
At the show grounds on
Saturday 8th August,
the parachutists were
doing their normal air
routine when a
westerly wind started
and blew four of them
off course.
Three
of
the
parachutists landed in
the middle of a soccer
match and the other
one in a trotting
competition. None of
the four were injured.
4000 to 10,000 feet
without oxygen. Highly
skilled skydivers can
jump from 22,000 feet
above the ground.
There are normally
three
to
five
parachutists in the
display team. One
person jumps with the
Australian flag.
Note: The photo was taken using
a helmet-mounted camera with a
mouth operated shutter control.

By Jasmin Prentis, Lisa Carmichael and Angela
Sherwin

member of the team
had a little more
excitement than usual
on his second jump on
Monday night when he
had an equipment
malfunction.

“One of the steering
lines became entangled
and knotted-up and
this sent me into an
uncontrolled right
spiral.”
“I needed to release
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the main chute, go
back into free fall, and
then activate the
emergency chute.”
Fortunately Stewart
was not injured and
landed safely.
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2011

The Woodchopping has always provided an
interesting source of stories.
2007

CHIPS FLY AT
EKKA

AGE HAS NO
BOUNDARIES
By Declan Spencer, Lindsay Blinco and
Ashley Steel

By Marcus Hall and Luke Mayne
Woodchopping, which
commenced
in
Australia in 1868, is
providing great family
entertainment every
day of the Brisbane
Exhibition.
To compete in the
Ekka events an
axeman must be over
12 years of age. There

does a different cut,
the one they are best
at.
The woodchopping
events use 110 tonnes
of white gum timber
during the nine days of
competition.
An axeman competing
at the highest level of
competition could need

is no upper age limit.
Both men and women
compete in single and
team events.
A handicap system,
which provides
different starting
times, is used to make
the competitions more
exciting.
There are three woodchopping events, tree
felling, underhand and
the standing block. In
team events with three
per team, each person

about 40 axes. An axe
can cost up to $500.
Woodchopping can be a
dangerous event. The
public are protected
behind a strong net.
The worst accident to
occur at the Ekka was
that an axeman on the
top of a tree fell, and
the axe fell on him
slicing his back and
three ribs.
Another
axeman cut off three of
his toes and he
required surgery.
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Vanessa Gossow, a 16
year old double-handed
sawyer from Crows
Nest, is a courageous
young girl with a point
to prove.
At this year’s Ekka she
cut in both the Jackand-Jill and the Jilland-Jill competitions
with her grandfather
and her grandmother.
Woodchopping runs in
her blood and she has
shown that so far at
the Ekka.
Vanessa has been
sawing for two years.
Her grandfather,
Neville Gossow, who
has been chopping and
sawing for about sixty
years, is her Jack-andJill partner. Together
they have achieved two
second places and one
fourth place in the
2011 Jack-and-Jill
competitions.
It takes a lot of
preparation for the
rough competition of
the Ekka and Vanessa
has certainly stepped
up to the task. She

said, “I like cutting up
trees in the scrub for
my training.’’ All her
training has obviously
paid off, as she has
proven to be a tough
competitor.
Woodchopping is a
Gossow
family
tradition that has
stayed
strong
throughout the
generations.
From her form of
sawing shown at the
Ekka, Vanessa has
proven that she is a
Gossow through and
through, and a name to
look out for in the
future
of
woodchopping.
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FABULOUS FIREWORKS
By Cain Hansen, Adam Scully and Steven
Kirby.
The fireworks finale
for each nights’
program is put
together
by
Fireworx,
a
Brisbane company
owned by Mr Ian
Riedel.
It takes approximately
twenty man-hours to
set up the 1300 shots
used each night.
The fireworks are
electrically fired from a
control desk in time to
a Slim Dusty music
background.
Forty-five percent of
the fireworks used are
Australian made, the
remainder come from
China.

The colours and effects
are caused by the
different chemicals
used and the way the
shells are packed. The
colourful stars that
shoot out sideways
start as small as
marbles. The high
fireworks reach
seventy-five metres in
three seconds.
Mr Riedel says it is
very unusual for an
accident to occur.
“Fireworks used
professionally are safer
than driving a car. In
inexperienced hands
they are extremely
dangerous.”

2009

FANTASTIC FIREWORKS
DISPLAY!
By Matthew Blayden
Watching fireworks at
the Ekka is exciting,
but think about the
time and effort it takes
to set them up.
It takes a whole day for
Rusty and his team to
set up the 3000
fireworks and to
synchronize them with
the music.
Rusty has been
working with fireworks
for 18 years and has
been coming to the
Royal
Queensland
Show for the past two
years.
“We spend a lot of time
thinking about the
show, to make it

different from other
firework displays”, he
said.
An aerial shell goes up
high and bursts as a
big circle.
Single shots, like comet
tails, close proximity
and flame projectors
burst as fireballs.
Cakes are lit once
causing a whole series
of shells to be set off.
Fireworks
are
explosives and safety is
important. Rusty
advises, “Stay away
from fireworks and
acknowledge any
warning signs.”

No Ekka evening program would be complete
without the fireworks. The most popular story topic
over the years has been Fireworks.

2015

IGNITING THE SKY
By Anikin Jones
Sky
Lighter
Firework
is
providing
a
s p e c t a c u l a r
fireworks display
each night at the
Ekka this year.
“The display uses 1540
shells each night”, the
project manager, Nick
Kozij, said.
The show has flares,
lasers, comets and
fireball explosions.
The display has taken
over four months to
design.
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It takes 22 people most
of the day to set up all
of the elements for the
show and 120 people
are involved during the
show.
There are 18 separate
firing points across the
arena with fireworks
firing inwards,
outwards and sky high.
The show also includes
LED cover horses and
riders who gallop
around the arena.
Even seasoned Ekka
visitors will be amazed.
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The Ekka is all about people. There are hundreds of “characters” who make
the show what it is.
2005

GUY FROM SUSAN RIVER

By Tim Horrex, Megan Norris, Jayden McClelland and Lucy
Hanson
and the horses.
As an experienced
performer and horse
trainer, Guy says, “It
gets easier when you’re
out there, introducing
a new horse to the
system in front of a
crowd is when I get
most nervous.”
Despite the fact the
crowds expect more
and
better
performances each
Guy McLean and his Guy is presenting four year Guy says, “I love
talented horses have of his horses at the coming back to the
been entertaining B r i s b a n e S h o w : Ekka, the crowds are
the massive Ekka N u g g e t , h i s m a i n awesome.”
crowds for the past s t a l l i o n ; Q u i e t w a y In his spare time he
five years.
Hope, hoping that he tells bush poetry. His
Guy presents his show will be as great as inspiration was from
o n h o r s e t r a i n i n g N u g g e t ; Q u i e t w a y the classic The Man
methods every day in Sequel, a descendent of From Snowy River by
the Horse Expo. He is Nugget; and Quietway Banjo Paterson. His
also a performer in the Teggun (Nugget spelt father found out that
night program in the backwards) which Guy he could say the whole
has trained for his poem and asked if he
main arena.
could recite it at their
He has been riding daughter. It is his goal
homestead. Since then
horses since the age of to make his horses
Guy has become a twosixteen months and he famous all over the
time Australian Bush
turned professional at world so there will be a
change in the way Poet Champion. You
fifteen.
might see Guy wearing
G u y l i v e s n e a r horses are treated.
his Akubra hat, not a
Maryborough on his The most difficult trick helmet, while riding
s t u d “ Q u i e t w a y of the show is when his horses. He made it
P e r f o r m a n c e one horse lies down
very clear though,
H o r s e s ’ ” w i t h h i s and two other horses “Every child who rides
family. On his stud s i d e - s t e p o v e r t h e
a horse should have a
t h e r e a r e e i g h t e e n prone horse, while Guy riding helmet.”
h o r s e s , w h i c h a r e stands on top of the
As a question on all
mainly foals. Most of two horses and cracks
people’s lips, we dared
his
whips.
This
trick
is
Guy’s horses are
to ask “Do you get hatv
e
r
y
d
a
n
g
e
r
o
u
s
quarter-horse crosses
hair?” His reply, “Hat
by Nugget. He differs because if the horse
hair doesn’t worry me
his breeds to prove the lying down stands up,
Guy could fall off and because I don’t take my
benefits of each.
hat off!”
seriously hurt himself
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THE BLADE
SHEARER
By Corey Wease and
Nathan McNamara
Trevor Hollit is a 79
year-old blade and
electric shearing
champion, who is
performing at the 2009
Ekka. He has been
showing audiences his
old-style blade
shearing techniques for
the past eleven years
at the Ekka.
Mr Hollit has many
experiences and stories
to tell, particularly to
the
younger
generation. He said, “I
love showing young
people how sheep used
to be sheared, as well
as the new way.”
Trevor was born in
South Australia, but
now
lives
in
Stanthorpe. His
passion for shearing
started at the age of
nine and he said that
“(He) will keep
shearing till he dies.”
His wish is to be buried
in a wool- filled coffin.
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RNA LEGEND

1999

DREAMS COME TRUE
By William Comiskey, Troy Roberts and
Lachlan Close

Angus and Vicki Lane (2013 photo)

Mr Fred Slatter,
pictured above, was
announced as the
recipient of the
inaugural RNA
Legend Award at the
P r e s i d e n t ’ s
Reception at the
Ekka on Tuesday
night.
In announcing the
award Dr Edwards, the
RNA President,

commented on Mr
Slatter’s 41 years of
service in the Dairy
Section at the Show
and his involvement in
the Dairy Industry at
both State and
National level. Mr
Slatter first became
involved at the RNA
during his time in the
Dairy Section of the
then Department of
Primary Industries.

1993

RUSTY AND HACKSAW
By Ben Biggs
Rusty Frame has
been
riding
Hacksaw, a SindhiBrahman bull,
professionally for 12
months.
Rusty got Hacksaw
from a cattle station
called “Nebo”.
This year Hacksaw is

nine years old and
weighs 750kg.
Rusty got Hacksaw to
be an extra part of his
rodeo clown act and it
has gone on from there.
Rusty has been coming
to the Ekka with
Hacksaw for the past
two years. but 25 years

Angus Lane, Ring
Announcer at the
Brisbane Ekka, had
a dream like most of
us.
He wanted to be a ring
announcer at the age of
nine. He started
announcing in the
early 1980s and
became the chief
announcer at the Ekka
in 1992.
He commences his
schedule of announcing
at other shows in the
third week of January
and continues through
to the first week in
December.

Angus is also the ring
announcer for the
Royal Easter Show in
Sydney and other
Royal Shows.
He and his wife Vicki
travel from show to
show, from Bega in
NSW to Cairns in
Queensland and
Darwin in the NT.
They live at Highfields
near Toowoomba.
Angus says he never
wants to stop being a
ring announcer but he
wouldn’t be able to
continue with his work
without his wife’s
support.

Note: Angus Lane was awarded an OAM in 2013
for his services to agricultural shows.
ago Rusty used to ride
in the rodeo that was a
feature of the
Exhibition in those
days.
On one occasion, Rusty
had to transport
Hacksaw on a flat-bed
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truck.
He stood on
Hacksaw’s back while
travelling along the
road.
Rusty is training
another 900kg bull for
use in his act.
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The following pages give an idea of the range of stories that have been covered by
Show Camp reporters over the past years.
2007

2006

Blacksmiths and Farriers
Go Hammer and Tongs
By Gemma Steele
Blacksmithing, an ageold trade, has been one
of the competitions
held at the Ekka since
1992.
Seven
competitors entered
the Open Blacksmith
Competition this year

in the Stud Beef Cattle
Sale Ring. There are
two heats in the
competition. The
blacksmiths have to
make a set of tongs and
a three-ringed
interlinked chain in
one hour. They start
with a piece of 1/2 inch
straight bar for the
tongs and 3/4 inch
round steel to create
the chain.
The competition among
the blacksmiths is
fierce, even for
experienced ones like
Richard Hansen, who
has been in the trade
for 19 years. “The
competition was fairly
hard, I put a lot of
pressure on myself!”,
said Richard.

2007

DELICIOUS DOTS
By Andrew Montgomery, Marcus Hall,
Alexandra Leach and Georgia Cooper
Dippin’ Dots is a
delicious craze hitting
Australia. It is ice
cream that is in the
form of balls.
The dots are made
from ice cream, but not
in the same way as
regular ice cream
which is whipped and
then frozen.
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Dippin’ Dots is frozen
as soon as it is made.
The ice cream mix is
poured through a
funnel and hits a
-270°C plate, freezing
in 0.2 of a second and
literally exploding into
different sized balls.
Dippin’ Dots was
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STORM RIDERS
ELECTRIFY
AUDIENCES

By William Toohill and Isaac Ashford

Thrill seekers unite!
The Holden Storm
Riders are back to
perform some heartstopping stunts that
will leave you
flabbergasted.
You will hear the
Holden Commodore SS
utes roaring each night
in the Energex Main
Arena.
Dedicated daredevil,
Jeff Kilbride, from the
Holden Stormriders
said, “There are many
challenges associated
with being part of a
high-performance
team.”

The drivers need to
invest a lot of time
perfecting their stunts.
Jeff said, “Everyone
has done about ten
years of rallying prior
to
achieving
S t o r m r i d e r
performance level.”
There is always a risk
of an accident but the
team wears helmets
and safety harnesses.
“It is more dangerous
when there is wet
weather,” but Jeff’s
family still encourages
him to drive because
he enjoys performing
with the Holden team.

invented in 1985 in the
USA, and has been in
Australia since 2001.
The ice cream is made
in bulk at a plant in
Kentucky, USA.
There are 25 basic
flavours which are
mixed to make
multiple blends. For
example, if it was a
rugby league game
they may mix the team

colours.
The most popular
flavour this year at the
Ekka is Cookies ’N’
Cream.
“We expect to sell
approximately 7000 to
10,000 cups of ice
cream this year,” said
the stall owner, Lina
Scicluna.
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LEGO MANIA
By Hamish Bishop, Liam Gepp and Porsha
Gahan
In the 2012 Ekka
Emporium there is a
massive rocket made
by Ryan McNaught,
who is one of only
thirteen Lego
experts in the world.
Standing at a
whopping 5.75m tall,
the rocket is the
biggest Lego structure
in the Southern
Hemisphere.
It took six weeks to
build from 120,000
bricks.
Ryan built the scalesized spacecraft for a
museum,
to
demonstrate how big
rockets can be.
To stay motivated, he

left his favourite part the truck at the bottom
of the model - until last.
Ryan’s Lego story
began when he built a
robotic plane with
moving wheels. He put
a video on YouTube
which the Lego
manufacturers saw,
and offered him
training.
He trained in Denmark.
for months before being
officially recognised as
a Lego professional.
Ryan said he became a
Lego expert because he
has so much fun
creating
Lego
structures like this
massive masterpiece.
2006

PRIZE WINNING PIECE

2013

THE SUNDAE THAT HELPS

By Abby McDonald

The	
  popular	
  strawberry	
   Over $11 million dollars
sundaes	
   are	
   a	
   crowd	
   has been raised for
favourite	
   at	
   the	
   Ekka	
   research over the years.
and	
   	
   also	
   contribute	
   Over 140,000 sundaes
funds	
   to	
   an	
   important	
   are sold each year and
charity,	
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By Kade Wiggins, Lauren Alsemgeest and
Amy Bergman.
Christopher Trotter is Inspired by Formula
a n a w a r d w i n n i n g One racing, it is made
sculptor whose work is a m a i n l y o f t r a c t o r
must see at this year’s bearings and motors.
Ekka.
Councillor for Fine Arts,
His displayed piece, The Mrs Susan Hennessey,
Bird Racer, won second b e l i e v e s t h a t M r
prize out of 30 entries in Trotter’s work is a good
Conceptual Sculptures, e x a m p l e o f w h a t
as part of the Fine Arts creative minds can do.
“If you see a picture in
competition.
The
s c u l p t u r e your mind you can make
reproduces a cassowary it,” she said.
racer that has a cute The Fine Arts Pavilion
matching chicken co- is also exhibiting other
great art works such as
pilot.
e m b r o i d e r y ,
photography, paintings,
cake decoration, china
painting, leatherwork
and all kinds of craft
and woodwork.

Special 25th Anniversary Edition of the Ekka Courier

2016

page 11

2007

NEW EKKA ATTRACTION
By Alyce Christiansen, Zoe Keidge,
Cameron Murphy, Calcee Preston and
Georgia Cooper
A new attraction at this a n i m a l s i n c l u d i n g
year’s Ekka is the very l
a
m
b
s
,
p o p u l a r A n i m a l goats,calves,piglets,
Boulevard.
puppies, aplaca, donkey
The Animal Boulevard s and miniature ponies.
combines five pavilions “The interaction with
w h i c h h o u s e t h e the animals is my
Poultry, Fish, Horses, favourite part of the
Beef Cattle and the nursery”, one of the
R A C Q I n s u r a n c e visitors said. The
pavilion also contains
Animal Nursery.
There
a r e the Dairy Farmers
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s a n d Milking Barn which has
displays and hands-on d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f
e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h milking, separating
cream from milk and
animals.
“The Animal Boulevard butter making.
is the first of its kind in In another section there
Australia,” the RNA a r e s h e e p s h e a r i n g
President, Dr Vivian demonstrations.
Edwards said. “We are The Animal Boulevard
is educational as well as
very proud of it.”
The Animal Nursery is entertaining.
attracting over 10,000 “It is an opportunity for
people who have little
people each day.
T h e y a r e s p e n d i n g contact with animals to
b e t w e e n 1 5 a n d 2 0 experience them in a
m i n u t e s i n s i d e a n way they may never
enclosure where they have before,” Kerry
Ovenden from the RNA
can feed and pat

said. “They can feel
their wool or hair or
feathers and discover
that some animals have
an oily coat.” “They can
also experience the
sounds and smells of the
different animals,” she
said.
In the other pavilions
visitors can see different
breeds of beef cattle, a

variety of unique
colourful fish and
over 2500 birds and
poultry.
They can also see
over 20 different
horse breeds and see
them being worked.
The
Animal
Boulevard is a great
experience for the
whole family.

T his printed newspaper has been produced to celebrate 25 years of T he Ekka Courier - but it only
contains articles from 24 editions.

A second version of this paper will be released electronically at the end of the Show Camp so that
stories from the 25th edition can also be included.

T he second release will also contain a number of extra stories from past years that have not been
included in this printed paper.

The Ekka Courier is produced by the Brisbane Show
Camp - a partnership between the Royal National
Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland,
and Education Queensland.
Show Camp is a program of the Brisbane Urban
Environmental Education Centre.
www.urbaneec.eq.edu.au
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